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Homelessness

The U.S. Census Bureau
created CICs to help make

census information available
to the public as a tool for

better planning and action.

In 2006 the Community
Service Council of Greater
Tulsa became one of nearly

fifty community, regional, and
national organizations to

sponsor a CIC.

Information is provided
through publications,

presentations, trainings,

and the CIC website.

Why is this indicator important?

Analyzing the profile of homeless individuals and

families, including reasons contributing to their

homelessness, assists programs in identifying

support system to alleviate these issues. Ending

homelessness has a positive impact not only on

the formerly homeless individuals, but also on lo-

cal communities, as individuals move toward in-

dependent lifestyles, overcome their other

struggles, and become productive members of

society.

Data about local homeless populations are col-

lected at least every two years through "point-in-

time" (PIT) counts by local communities that re-

quest federal homeless support funding from the

Department of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD). On the night of the count, such a census

records the number of homeless individuals and

collects demographic data about homeless per-

sons sleeping in emergency shelters, transitional

housing, or other sites (such as motels by using

a homeless voucher), as well as the number of

non-sheltered people. While doing a count on one

night has the benefit of gathering data in a short

amount of time, there are serious concerns about

relying on such a procedure for information col-

lected in order to help the homeless. A count made

on a single night may underestimate the actual

number of homeless persons. (Dallano, 2007)

What are the key findings?

On January 25, 2007, a one-night point-in-

time count revealed there were 890 home-

less persons in Tulsa. This total included 772

adults and 118 children under the age of 18.

This count included people meeting HUD’s

general definition of homelessness that were

staying in shelters, transitional living homes,

safe havens, and other institutions.

One night homeless
consumer survey

Tulsa’s annual point-in-time one-night con-

sumer survey is sponsored by Tulsa’s Home-

less Services Network. Comparison data re-

ported here was collected from the annual

2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007 one-night sur-

veys.  Participating agencies in the surveys

included: 12 & 12, Bryce House, DaySpring

Villa, Domestic Violence Intervention Ser-

vices, Family & Children Services Homeless

Outreach Team, Glory House, John 3:16 Mis-

sion, Mental Health Association in Tulsa,

Salvation Army, Tulsa County Emergency

Shelter, Tulsa County Jail, Tulsa Day Center

for the Homeless, Volunteers of America, and

Youth Services of Tulsa.

CIC of Eastern Oklahoma

Community Service Council
16 East 16th Street, Suite 202

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119

918-585-5551

jfigart@csctulsa.org

www.csctulsa.org/cic

CIC Report 4
February 2008

HOMELESSNESS

Editor:
Jan Figart, MS, RN

CSC Associate Director

Authors:
Russell Burkhart, BS

Consultant

Jim Lyall
CSC Associate Director

Layout:  Sharon Clark, MA
Clark & Associates



Census Information Center of Eastern Oklahoma                                                                                             HOMELESSNESS - Page 2



Census Information Center of Eastern Oklahoma                                                                                             HOMELESSNESS - Page 3



Census Information Center of Eastern Oklahoma                                                                                             HOMELESSNESS - Page 4

Footnotes:

i    Conducting Homeless Point-In-Time Surveys:  A 10-Step Pro-
cess, Tracy Dallano. http://www.hrsa.gov/homeless/pa_materials/
nlm/co_dalanno_presentation.ppt

ii   2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 Homeless Serivices Network
point-in-time Surveys (PIT), compiled by the Community Ser-
vice Council of Greater Tulsa.

iii   Percentages based upon clients currently employed

What are the implications?

Census questions?   1-866-758-1060

Homelessness in Tulsa, Oklahoma is a chronic condition sus-

tained by limited access to permanent housing, mental health

care and substance abuse treatment specifically designed to meet

the needs of chronic homeless adults. Economic trends, particu-

larly a lack of jobs with fair wages and benefits, also create

homelessness for families when a health or personal crisis over-

whelms family resources. Many homeless adults bring forward

poor childhood experiences including low school performance,

malnourishment and physical or emotional trauma. These condi-

tions limit the self-esteem and confidence required for homeless

individuals to independently sustain self-sufficiency often giving

way to chronic alcoholism, drug dependency and poor outcomes

in the work place. The implications for the community to reduce

chronic homelessness include:
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Increasing the number of permanent housing units available

to homeless men and women who require specialized hous-

ing supported by on-site or readily available meals, health

care, mental health care and substance abuse treatment

Assuring access to all public benefits such as social security

income, food stamps, Medicaid and more

Sustaining a continuum of care strategy that maximizes the

community’s ability to assist homeless persons to transition

to permanent housing


