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The U.S. Census Bureau
created CICs to help make

census information available
to the public as a tool for

better planning and action.

In 2006 the Community
Service Council of Greater
Tulsa became one of nearly

fifty community, regional, and
national organizations to

sponsor a CIC.

Information is provided
through publications,

presentations, trainings,

and the CIC website.

What are population projections?

Projections are estimates of the population for
future dates. They illustrate plausible courses of
future population change based on assumptions
about future births, deaths, international migra-
tion, and domestic migration. Projected numbers
are based on an estimated population consistent
with the most recent decennial census as enu-
merated, projected forward using a variant of the
cohort-component method.

Several alternative series of projections are pro-
duced based on alternative assumptions for fu-
ture fertility, life expectancy, net international mi-
gration, and (for state-level projections) state-to-
state or domestic migration. For each of these
components of population change--fertility, mor-
tality and net migration--three different assump-
tions about the future are applied. The series us-
ing the middle assumption for each component--
generally designated as the "middle series"--is the
most commonly used. Population projections are
produced by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin,
and are released periodically.
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How are estimates
different from projections?

While projections and estimates may appear
similar, there are some distinct differences
between the two measures. Estimates are for
the past, while projections are based on as-
sumptions about future demographic trends.
Estimates generally use existing data col-
lected from various sources, while projections
must assume what demographic trends will
be in the future.

In our current product offerings the user may
see both an estimate and a projection avail-
able for the same date (e.g., July 1997), which
may not agree because they were produced
at different times. In such cases, estimates
are the preferred data, unless the users' ob-
jective is to compare the number with others
in the projected series.



Age   2005            OCDC           Census
Estimate Projection % Diff Projection % Diff

Total 3,547,884 3,576,300 0.80% 3,521,379 -0.80%

0-4 243,981 244,400 0.20% 251,271 2.90%

5-9 226,936 239,500 5.20% 236,435 4.00%

10-14 234,112 248,600 5.80% 247,863 5.50%

15-19 252,693 272,500 7.30% 257,332 1.80%

20-24 277,898 275,800 -0.80% 255,517 -8.80%

25-29 250,841 235,400 -6.60% 235,338 -6.60%

30-34 227,746 229,800 0.90% 224,417 -1.50%

35-39 224,894 224,600 -0.10% 221,087 -1.70%

40-44 258,926 259,000 0.00% 254,214 -1.90%

45-49 264,522 261,800 -1.00% 260,945 -1.40%

50-54 240,171 236,900 -1.40% 237,912 -0.90%

55-59 210,057 207,100 -1.40% 209,407 -0.30%

60-64 166,139 165,100 -0.60% 164,996 -0.70%

65-69 133,093 132,300 -0.60% 131,176 -1.50%

70-74 118,939 114,300 -4.10% 111,912 -6.30%

75-79 93,479 94,800 1.40% 91,348 -2.30%

80-84 68,159 70,300 3.00% 67,468 -1.00%

85+ 55,298 64,100 13.70% 62,741 11.90%
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What is the cohort-component method?

In the cohort-component method, the components of popu-
lation change (fertility, mortality, and net migration) are pro-
jected separately for each birth cohort (persons born in a
given year). The base population is advanced each year by
using projected survival rates and net international migration
by single year of age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin. Each
year, a new birth cohort is added to the population by apply-
ing the projected fertility rates by race and Hispanic origin to
the January 1st female population. The components of
change are individually applied to each of the eight resulting
race/ethnic groups (Hispanic and non-Hispanic categories
for each of the four races--White; Black; American Indian,
Eskimo, and Aleut; and Asian and Pacific Islander) to project
the next year's population. A the national level, a special pro-
cedure seeks to ensure that certain age-related biases, mainly
under-enumeration and age misstatement, do not advance
in age.

For a more detailed explanation of this framework,
see Population Working Paper 38:
http://www.census.gov/population/www/documentation/twps0038.html

What are household projections?

Household projections, made at the national level, are future
estimates of the number and composition of households and
families. These projections are based on current household
estimates and population projections and assumptions about
future household structure and family composition. House-
hold projections are not intended as forecasts, but represent
the results of assumptions about possible future trends in
population change and household-type proportions.

To get household projections, household estimates are pro-
jected forward using alternative marital status and house-
hold-type proportions by age of householders. Three alter-
native series are used to illustrate alternative patterns of fu-
ture household change. Series 1, based on a time series
model, is the preferred projection in light of past and pos-
sible future trends in household change. Series 2 reflects the
consequences of projected change in the age/sex structure
of the population only, since it does not assume any change
in the proportion maintaining households for specific types
by age and sex. Series 3 assumes changes in both the age/
sex structure and the race/origin composition of the popula-
tion, but also assumes no change in the proportions main-
taining specific household types by these factors.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
Population Division, Population Projections Branch

Comparison of Oklahoma Census Data Center (OCDC)
and US Census Bureau’s Population Projections for 2005

to Actual 2005 Population Estimates
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