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The U.S. Census Bureau
created CICs to help make

census information available
to the public as a tool for

better planning and action.

In 2006 the Community
Service Council of Greater
Tulsa became one of nearly

fifty community, regional, and
national organizations to

sponsor a CIC.

Information is provided
through publications,

presentations, trainings,

and the CIC website.

What is this indicator?
Sexually transmitted infections (STI) is the
collective term for a group of viral, bacterial,
or parasitic infections that can be transferred
from one person to another through sexual
contact.  In this context, sexual contact is
more than just sexual intercourse (vaginal
and anal) but also includes kissing, oral-geni-
tal contact, and the use of sexual "toys"
(Medterms, 2008).  The term STI replaces
older terms such as Sexually Transmitted
Diseases (STD) or Venereal Disease (VD).

Census questions:
1-866-758-1060

What are the key findings?
Information regarding sexually transmitted
infections cases and rates has been com-
piled from the Oklahoma State Department
of Health for 1999 and 2004 or 2005 as indi-
cated.

Due to the small population size (many coun-
ties may contain 50,000 or fewer inhabit-
ants), multiple counties will create economic
hubs or micropolitan areas (US Census
2000).  Health care access points are driven

by availability of hospitals, clinics and physi-
cians.  Due to its concentrated Native Ameri-
can population and its high poverty, Eastern
Oklahoma’s health care access has been cen-
tralized in eleven Health Care Access Cen-
ters (Access Centers).  Access to reproduc-
tive health care for all populations particularly
for childbirth is driven by the Access Center’s
tertiary resources.

The overall rate of syphilis and gonorrhea in
the state has decreased from 1999 to 2004.
Chlamydia and HIV/AIDS has increased sig-
nificantly for the state.  Tulsa County rates
have followed the statewide trend with de-
creased rates of syphilis and gonorrhea and
more modest increases in Chlamydia and HIV/
AIDS.

The Health Access Centers represent people
from multiple counties but still because of the
small numbers, large rate shifts can occur with
the loss or gain of a small number of cases.
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What are the implications?
The detection of a sexually transmitted infection
by a physician or other health care provider is a
reportable condition to the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health.  The number of cases and
the rate of infection in the overall population are
calculated to determine prevalence within the
county or health access area.

The early identification and treatment of sexu-
ally transmitted infections reduces the potential
infections of sexual partners.  In the case of HIV/
AIDS where transmission of infection can be
through sexual contact, intravenous drug users
sharing needles, or unborn babies infected in
the birth or breastfeeding process, early identifi-
cation increases early treatment and may reduce
disability and increase life expectancy.

The control and eradication of disease ultimately
reduces the human and financial cost associ-
ated with acute and chronic disease manage-
ment.  Sexually transmitted infections such as
gonorrhea and syphilis if left untreated can cause
infertility, abdominal infections, and more seri-
ous permanent disabilities.  If treated early and
completely, the infections can be cured; how-
ever, cure does not mean that re-infection can-
not occur.  Treatment must include health edu-
cation, encouraging safe sexual practices and
protection against disease transmission.

Census questions?

1-866-758-1060
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